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The other week our new piano was
delivered, 4Lh, the joy of it: the
freedom of seven full octaves of
keyboard. My clovichord is a very
beautiful little instrunent, and
it's guite suited with its four
octave compass to the playing of
tlost of the nusic of its tine,

but one can't play the nmusic of
Debussy on it very well, for
exanple. Anc¢ Debussy happens to
be one of my favourite cownposers,
So, a piano we wanted to have,
When the opportunity v»resented it~
self we drove into Cambridge and
looked around Millers, the well-
known sellers of nianos (and other
things)., That was an cexperience
in its own right. There were somec
15 pianos in the showroom, and I
wandered around playing on cach
one in turn, and pecring into the
top to determine the presence of
steel or alternatively plastic
tuning pegs. (Plastic ones are no
good at 2ll; they go out of tune
eventually on a permnancnt basis).,

While we were doing this noone
bothered us at all, The salesman

on duty was deeply occupied by
his telephone in the frenetic
organisation of the 357 hire
nignos the company rents out to
students at the university., It
was early October, the time when all the students return for the
new acadenical year, and the logistics of moving eround 357 pienos
to the rcquired nlaces must have been considerable. Ile scemed to
be having a hectic time of it, anyway. Over at the other end of
the roonr, in the clectronic organs section, a custoner was trying
out all the electronic organs on show by playing (badly) 'Silent
Hight'! on cach one in turn, to the accompaniment of chimes, bells
and other organ accessorics.

. Finally, we decided on a Bentley piano,
and distracted the salesman long chough to arrange the sale. It
was delivered the same week, and so I'm now in the throes of getting
bock my piano skills by practicing all auy old favourites, as well
as one or two new oncs such as Debussy's 'Golliwogs! Cokewalk',
Rosemary has also been inspired to try her hand again with 'Fur
Flise'! and the Clenienti sonatinas.

It burned out that we'd bought a
piano of the scme make as that belonging to Rosemary!s nother (though



we didn't rcalise so at the time.) She says Bentley arc one of the
best makes of upright pianos around, and I su-nose she ought to know,
being & pretiy cxpert pianist.

You know, it's strange that my tastes
in music are so different dependent on whether I'm listening or au
actually playing., The listening side is shown by the contents of our
accurtulation of records: mostly what would normally be described as
'progressive', This includes everything from Joni liltchell to Steel-
eye Span, Shirley Collins and Martin Carthy, The playing side, on
the other hand, is purely classical: Bach, landel, Clementi and so on,
and especially Debussy (and I hope Ravel, though I haven't learnt
enything by him yet), Perhaps part of the answer is that the piano
is usually thought of as a classical instrunent, whercas instruments
such as thc guitar are not. DBut this can't be the whole answer., The
fact that T started to learn the piano at the tender oge of seven, on
a strictly classical regimen, may have something to do with it, Per-
haps it's just habit on my part, that I've gone on doing,what I did
to start with. '

Vhen-we went to buy the piano, Roscuary'!s fancy uas
taken by an ocarina they had on sale, so we bought it (it only cost
31,25), The ocarina is a most peculiar instrument, It'!'s wmade of
pottery, and looks exactly like a proton-gun bloster out of the Doc
Smith stories, but with holes in it. It has an odd scund, too, and
is a menber of the flute family. It has joined the motley collection
of tin whistles and recorders of various sizes we have lying about at
houe, It turned out we'd bought one thet was a bit too cheap, though,
becauge it's not exactly in tune, so it can't be played in coupany
with anything else.

we v ] &=

Now thet welve noved to Huntingdon, I have to commutc daily to London
from Huntinpgdon railway station., I don't mind this at all, since I've
always enjoycéd travelling by train, The antics of my fellow commuters
wheh the train gets in to Huntingdon in the evening, though, are quite
incredible, liost of them leave their cars in the station cixr park for
the day, and so when they are all lcaving in the ewening cuite a jan
builds up on the station approach road as they all try to get out of
the car wmark, Thus, the competition to be first out of the station
and into their car is intense. Ls soon as the train comes alonpside
the station nlatform, doors arc flung onen and people take flying
leaps off thic train, usually missing their footing on the platform and
rolling over a few tinmes before picking thensclves up «n¢ dashing over
the footbridge, I'm surprised bones arcn't broken, One of these days
soncone will roll off the edge and under the train (Roscunary can tell
them what happens to peonle who fall under trains), 1ile, I walk hone
fron the station, so I wait until the train hos cone to a halt beforc
gotting off. It'!s safer that way. It would be nice to think that all
these people are in such a hurry because they want to get home quickly
to their wives., I suspecct though that it's just a case on wanting to
beat everyonc clse out of the car nark, Why whould that be so inpor-
tant to then?



One of our, and especially Ro's, wmain nobbics iz looking at loyal irus
in churches. Ve nust have seen hundreds by now. It's interesting to
note how much variation there is in the way differcnt churches treat
their Royal irms (if they have them at 21l: o lot dentt). This can
ronge from sheer pride to total neglcct. When we went to Wroxcter in
Shropshirce, for instancce the Royal Arms therc werc in o terrible state.
Therce was mourld all over the surface of the canvas, and jreat holes in
it, with shreds of caaves hanging down from them, It losiicd like it
night have been a nice one, once, but now thrO‘a just the remnents,
which won't last much longer. Studl ey (Uurwls) is anotler of the same
tyne. Uot only wos it in very bad shape in itself, but they were doing
some revairs in that nart of the church, and thcy hodn't hothercd to
protect it from any clumsy workman who might stick the end of & beam or
a bar through tic canvas. One or two had, I think.

: In complcte contrast
is a place lile Orwell (Cambs), where t ¢y heve recently had thedir
Royal irms painted up and cleaned. They take carc of it (it!'s a rare
kind, too). A few churches (such :as Hanbury, Uorcs) have even had a
mocdern set made up to provide Royal Arms when they didn!t have any bef-
orc, Sometimes restorers make errors, and when we wrote to Bradwell in
Bssex p01nu*n" out a mistalke on the motto of their example we had a nice
letter bock thanking us and sqjﬂng thcy were goingz to corroct it,

: . rMost
Royal Arms arc standard in format, but there arc occasional surppises.:
Much Wenlocl: (Salop) for example has a huge sct over the main entrance,
with the shiéld and so forth rising out of a nautieal scenc with shells,
merwmaids, anchors and other paraphcrnalia. Vhy, we haven!t yot found
out. Theydon Bois (Issex) has o portrait of a face under the shield,
which the church suide book says may be a portrait of James I. We don't
think this con be true: one or two other sets welve scen have o sinller
face, ané¢ anyway it docsn't look like James I.

Some cxamples of Royal

Arnms have the supportcers (lion and unlcorn) erawling round from bchind
the shield, instecad of holding it up in the usual way. These arc most-
ly from thc latc 18th 2nd cerly 19th century, and forwm .an interesting
study in themsclves, Ditton Priors is onc of these.

A lot of churches
arc open, but sometimes we run across a locked one. In most cases therc
iz nothing for it but to go away or find the carctaker or verger who may
have the ltey. ¢ always look around to sce if the key is hidden necarby
though. Gometines it!s in an obvious place such as mnder the mat or
behind a heneh in the porch., It may be under a stonc outside the sorch.
Somctimes an apparcntly locked door may just be hara to open., I always
turn the handlc onc way and the other while pushing ox pulling in vori-
our dirccticns, ond often a firm barrier may melt away after such a
treatment and 1ot us cnter.

A church may somwctimes be locked up because
it's completely disused. Usually there's nothing one can do about it,
unfortunately. It's good to sece the Redundant Churches Fund talking, .
over sotic of the wore interesting ones for ucintenance purposes, though
(evg. Uolfhamvcotc, Worwks). The utmost in rcdundancy is when a church
is allowed to foll into total 1u1n, like Langdon liills (Zssex) has done.
In this case it's particularly b .4 because there is a fine Stucrt Royal



Arms in ploster inside, which is just rotting away, since the dcor aand
windows arec broken in and the church is the haunt of pigeons ancé wvorse
Eost Horndon was goiny that way too, but it is being saved by a combi-
netion of the Redundant Churches Fund and o prescrvation socicty, and
with a bt of lucl: it!'ll keep standing a long while yct,
Looking for the

Royal Arms is good fun, Ye cover & lot of territory in the gquest, too.
Welve visited about 600 churehes in the last ycar or so with this in
wind, but even at this rate we'll ncver reach the end of the subject.
There are supposcd to . be about 16,000 parish churches in the country,
which makes about2% yecars! work, at lecast., But why want to come to the
cnd of an interesting hobby anyway?

Ro wants to add o word or two cn the
subject now,..

Yos, I just went to claborate a bit on one tairng vhich Durroll mcations,
He says thit éx mplcs of 'crawling supmrters'! arc w-inly 18th and 19th
century., This is certzoinly true, but the gencersl belicf of the heradlary
boolks is that it iz a ‘‘corrupt Victorian practice. Itl’s on casy wmistilce
to milte since most cuemple are Victorian or latc Hunoverian, but Ibelieve
I may have trgced back the origin and it's . good deal carlicr than that,
0f coursc it's hardly surprising that the c¢xperts should m.lc a fow inaccur-
ate stotements -~ . they can't be expected to check cverything. But I do think
thet I'm the first person to bothexr.to try and finé the origin of the practice,
It's intcerested wme right from the start of my Royol Arwms collerting,
since it was obvious that they stemed from the mid-Hcnoverian period asv
the L.test. One or tio church Royal Arms of this period hove craowling
sumprisrs, Church Royol Lrms are only a part of the cucstion of icoursc
- ncuspopers (including onc present duy onc) have also perpetrated this
practice through the yeers.

. while buck I discovered that Southwark C thedral had hod two sets of
carly Quecen fLnnc arms (i,e., 1702-07...when she still bore the Stuart Arms)
both of which hid crawling supporters, One set had hunon figurcs supporting
the shizad, with the lion ond unicorn teking sccondary place., This was a
great find as it put boack my dating of the first .ppecorance of the !craiilers!
by about fifty yecars, (Unfortunately they 2rc no longer therc...lost in
the bombing I assume), However a little more rcescorch revealed to ne what
I tentotively thinl wight be the origin of the .whole thing. In St,Pauls
B.ithedral there arce two sets of Roy:el Arms....onc on & parclosc scraen
insidc (wood), ond one on the north transept door Qon the pediment to be
cract) outside in stone. The onc outside is supported by two angels with
the lion & unicorn crawling out from behind them. The wooden one has
the lion & unicorn. crowling out from behind nd below the shicld, This
onc is Nucen Anne before 1707, ard the one outside is Stuart and fron
cther cvidence of the building I think it must alsc he Cucer ‘nnc,

St.Pauls is a srent building and always has been thousht sce I
quite possible to me that a wethod of portraying Royal Arms uscd i
could hove caught on cnd sworead. g

The eravling supportcers have been attacked ceverywhere for being corrupt
and incorrcef heraldically., Truce as this is it's worth bearing in mind
that they haye o history of at lcast 250 years behind them, and perhaps
what's more importont they look good!
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Harry Warner Jr: 42% Summit Avenue, Hagerstown, lorylend 21740
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Les
pinge nade me happy right away at its evidence that the Dritish Isles
fans face the same soul-searching about the BSIL that & lot of people
over herc do about the NFFF, Fandom is not a very good place for org-
anising becausce so nany fans have conditioned reflexes against any kind
of regulations Dut I belong tc the INFFF and find it.worthwhile for
what I suspect is the real Jjustification for the BSFL: there are soue
peonle, including a fair quantity of fans, wvho arc organization-orient-
ed and would have little or nothing to dowilth fandom if it weren't for
the big club concept. They provide some services and contribute soiue
friendship by the presence in fandoum that the clubs encourage., of
course, the situation is different over here where the INI'FT makes no
attempt to enroll all fans, concentrating instead on the newer fans,
and holéing in connection with conventions no role other than sponsor
of a hospitality room where any fan can get away from orgies for as
long @s he needs to rest up.

n

I wonder if drag racing in England has a
special tanz and lure when it is illegal, the way it is around iiestern
Maryland? The last I heard, the drag strip ncar town where racing
was staged in organised nmanner every Sunday had gone out of active op-
eration, and meanwhile the state police continue to be driven batiy by
drag racing in public highwvays late at night. The kids have radios in
tlieir cars tuned to police fregquencies, so they can get out if a squad
car is ordered to their areca, They even paint the starting and fini-
shing points on the highways. It probably isn!t as dangerous for the
rest of the motoring public as the bulk of the citizenry imesines,
since it'!'s all done after dark on straight, flat stretches, wherc an



onconing car would sizgnal its approach by the rays of distant head-
lishts before it hecame visible around the curve or up the hill
beyond the dreg strip,

411 the railway talk that covers most of the
latter part of this issue delighted me, of course. I just saw the
other night on television for the first time '"The Titfield Thundexr--
bolt! which most of you could probkably rerun in your mcatal eye, bhut
it was entirely new to me and a sheer delipght despite its transuls-
sion on a UHF chennel irn Washington that gives snowy reception back
here in the hills,

incidentally, we're in the middle of an odd legal
hassle din Hagerstown involving a railroad grade crossing. Induce
trial and residential deveclopuents south of town have caused a road
called the Downsville Pilzc to zet vastly morc use than ever before,
and it crosses the tracks just about where the Penn Central tracks
join the Horfolk ond Ucstern., Since railroads arc running lonser
trains for freight than they used to, the yerds where the trains
arc made up arc no longer big enough, and this causes the crossing
to be blocked for interuinable periods before the newly coupleted
train can roll out of town, L snall industry went to court for an
injunction against the two railroads blocliing the crossing for lon =
er than five ninutes, the naxinun pernitted by a local law, The
I & W prountly exhibited an agrecnent dating back a half-century,
itich assigns all supervision of the yards and tracks at this point
to the Pean Central, so the ¥ & W was excused as a defendant., When
the hearing was held for the Penn Central, its attorney freely ad-
nitted that he -ets as angry as anyone else when hels held up for
twventy ninutes or so at the crossing, but the railroad is in bank-
ruptecy and the court order creating the bankruptcy speciiied that
nobody muay interfere vith Penn Central trains! onerations until
creditors are satisfied,. This federal court oznder nalies it invos-—
sible to enforce the local ordinance, he argued, The judge aduitted
that wmaybe he should have disgualified himself becausc he owns a few.
shares in the railroad but he unloaded nostoof his stock bhefore its
financial troubles sent the value of shares plunneting, so he
doesn't feel too had about that, e pointed out to the industry
seeking the iInjunction what would happen if he granted it: the rail-
road would appeal to the state oourt of appeals, and if The judge's
injunction was upheld then it would go to the federal court, and
months and umonths would pass and the legal fees would mount much
higher than a spnall industry's owner could really afford, and chan- -
ces are that just about the time thc question was finslly decided
in soime high court, two or three years from now, the overpass which
will carry wmotor vchicles over the railroad tracks on this road will
be conpleted, iThe Penn Central tralnmaster »ronmised to try to pre-
vent long delays in the future, but claimed he had no right to. tell
the IT & VW how it should handle its trains at that point, ccusing
mutterings about dragging that line back into the casc. I haven'ws
scen the local ncuspapcrs for a ronth because of the hospital trip,
so it may have becoile even rore couplicated by now.

-t



1ttls 1ittle Sherlock holues iter reminds re of a passage I
wes just rcading today in Glory Road, the Bruce Catton book about
the American Civil War, not the novel by Heinlein that pirated the
title. What with battles and being captured and lony warches, one
Union soldier hadn't had a bath in six nonths, Recognizing what a
job faced him, he ot a bunch of other soldiers to nelp. They ot
soap and scrub brushes, went into 2 river and went to work, After
lon:; labours, 'one of the scrubbers wiped away a wound of lather
with 2 swecep of his brush, neecred closely at the ex~prisoner'!s torso,
and announced flatly that something was wron: with his skin, The
other men locked mors closely, agreed, scrubbed some nore, and dis-
covered suddenly that the man still wore his undershire,. The ex-
prisoner exnrcssed sreat pleasure and surprisc at this discovery.
Ile had thought, he said, that that undershirt had been lost six
nonths ago, and it was a . comfort for him to know that he still hed
3] g

Cigarctte suoke has been affecting me wmore scvercly in rccent
years., Tt used to make uy eyes sunart and give me a trace of a head-
ache if I wvas around too many smoking people in a closed room,  But
the last few years, a person who smokes on the next seat at a lunch
counter can give e & blinding headache or a half-sick fesling, Just
yesterday I was stuck in an office for more than an hour, waiting
for the surgeon to do sonmething unspeakable To me. The other patients
were srtolting, and this worning I had onc of the worst sinus attacks
in menory, aifter imagining that I'd had no i1l consequences fron the

xncerience, I suspect that a ban on suoking in public places will
be the nert bis federal government project over nere, nouw that adver-
tising has becn banned on television, and it can't possibly ~rrive
too scon for ne, I'n too covardly to ask people not to smoke around
e, but L gseem to notice more non-smokers glaring at smokers nowadays.,

John Pircott: 17 iionmouth Nosd, Oxford 0X1 41D

Dest thing was Jake
Crigg's shazsy dog story, though it'!'s hard to say vhy. Taken one
bit at a time the humour is atrocious, but when pun follows ghastly
pun in culck succession, as here, it's really very funny. I enjoyed
the bit on drag racing, Sonethine I can never understand is the
eppeal the sport ras to
spectators. The actual
races are over in about
ten scconds, and [ shoul-
dntt have thought that
this would be likely to
attract crowds of 2000,
Purple Clod: this is faan
fiction as oprosed to fan
fiction, isn't it? Perhaps
I should read it again in
a ccuplec of years tinme,




Dave Weldreke: 9 South View Terrace, Hill lead, IInlifax Iload,
Dewsbury, Yorks,

Your report of the Heicon made it sound like a
pretty fun place. L thought about going but settled for a month
playing archeologist in the wilds of Kent.

The 'Purple Clod! was
well written, ond I got quite a few laughs ovt of it, but since
I dont know the ncoople, places and fannish ideas it was about- I
reclion I probably nissed tae noint in a few places,

Jeff Schalles: 3Box 203 ¢.C,C,., Grove City, Pa 16127

A AN S AR TR e - - ..

I'm afrzid
I'm rather turned off about drag racing, end any cor racing in
geaneral: is all that pollution necessary? I don't went people
to think I'm a bigot that wants everybody to do things my way,
but vouldn't it be nice if everyone drove nice shall, low poll-
ution cars instead of these huge gas-breathing monsters copied
from the ideas seen on the drag strips? I can't stand it when
one of these huge hurtling wmonsters that shouldan't exist in the
first lace, or at Jeast belongs safely on the racetrack, forces
. ne alwost off the road, or makes me slam on ny brakes so that he
can zoom throuzgh a stop sigr without slowing his. wondrous cont-
rantion., Ich., G

I really enjoyed the purple clod, I Lkept recading,
thinlkking that faan fiction wasn't diad after all, and then found
that it dated back to 1960, I'm rather partial to mimeo, myself,
My exams.in high school and grade school were always ditto, and
I think that has somecthing to do with it,

Romger Gilberts: 35 iArbury Road, Cambridge CBA4 20D

Not the original
shaggy dog storys. It goes like this. Once there were two guys
vho wanted two more for poker, so they phcned up a friend, and
asked lim if he'!'é like a gare and could he bring a fourth. So,
the friend turns up, 22d he's brought an enornous shagzy dog with
him., To the mens' surprise, the dog settles down at the table,
shuffles the cards and deals, Some hours later, affer the game
is over, one of the men turas round to the dog owner and says:
'It1s oretty fantastic, your dog playing poker,'!
'Woi, 4t !5 not!
"Why not?!
'He'!'s hopeless; every time he gets a good hand, he
‘wags his tail,!

Don't laugh, vou mi ht break your jaw,

irthur, although one has to
nalte a few concessions and stand a few nags, there's one thing
apbout having a wife., You don't have to cook your own meals aany



more or do your own washing or have to have a cleaner in, Lnd
she misht be nice, too. It also halves responsibilities and worr-
ies, Or does it double them?

(++ Rosemary and I share all the household chores as far as we can:
things lilte cookin: meals and v..cuuning the floors are a coopcratiw
venture, The heovier things which Rosenary can't manage, like
neking the bed and lugging a suitcase of dirty washing down to the
lauvnderctte, L have to do myself, tut I don't give it nuch thought.
Heither of us actually enjoys household jobhs, though ~ we try to
get them out of the way as soon as we can., = D  ++)

\rchie liercer; 21 Trenethick Parc., llelston, Cornwall

John Iiall, al-
beit his article is not entirely devoid of interest, overlooks what
are surely the two most important things about drag-racing. One,
the reason for its odd title. Possibly because Ifd have to be dra-
csed behind a tractor to get ne anywhere near the thing? Two, the
object of the game,

llever (it might be said) nind the distance

ever mind the speed

Dags and bags oz decibels

"hat is all you need,
The winner is the person whose wmachine can make the most offensive
noise, audible over tlie largest area, and continuing for the longest
time, £&né it's coning your way, baby!

The bits about the Ohio rail-
wey are 55311 interesting. Then Ken again, and »arty politicel
broadcasts. liy own impression was that the average listener/vievier
suitches off or over to avoid politicel broadcasting from either
calip, This is probevly through sheer apathy more than anybthing
else, but nevertheless this reaction makes (I thinlk) good sense, A
party political broadcast is simply a coumitercial for the »arty in
question, cast in the wost favourable terms that the backroonm party
geniuses can think up, but largely irrelevant to its actual »rospe-
cts, In order to size up a party (your own, or the other side's)
the best way is to talke a look at what it has actually done when
ziven tlic chance.

As the administrator from year to year of the Doc
Yeir Award, I am wmainly responsible for the alteration to the vot-
ing, ilowever, there are reasons, In order that the Award be ad-
ninistered according to the previous system, it is necessary for the
Convention Committee to be (a) sympathetic and (b) on the ball,
Within the past few years, however, we have had (a) a Qoncon %that
fletly refused to distribute the ballots with its own mailing
bececause it would lower the tone of the occasion (or words to that
effect) =nd (whether for that reason cr for siuple lack of time)
would not even zive me a full zddress-list of members; (b) a Concon
with reproductive troubles that compnletely 'lost! one newsletter-
plus riders with much the same effect,



Pherefore, vhat was vanted was an electorate that was accessible,
Those present at the con can be reached: absentee BSTA members
compensate for the (too often unreachable) absentece con-members,
Thet was the vasic vrcason for the change. However, your fears
for the result are legitimate, but I have good rea on to suppose
groundless, Take a look at the list of winners over the years,
What do they have in coumon? Answer - at the time of their Award

the winners werc prominent in BSFA affairs. Sc they won the
Lward, on the votec not of BSFA members, but of Con-members,
On the

other hand, in case you're worrying that this rearrangement simply
ceents the BSFA 1link immovably into place, it doecsn!'t need to,
Last year, as an exercise, .I segregated the voters into BSFA and
non-BSFiL members, and assessed each category separately, There
was no sipgnificant difference in the result, whichever way lhe re-
sultant vote was counted,

(++ I stand by my views: the Doc Weir Award is pointidess, if it
becomes, as it has done, nerely an award to the most irorthy BSFA
conntittee merber nont to have won it before, Nothing against the
winners, mind you ~ I t!ink they earned it by hard swcat 'Ttls
principle of the voting that I detest, 4And of late the Avard,
clready firmly associated in my mind the the BSFA, has acquired
a little of ti.c distaste that I feel for the BSFA itself. The
fate of the BSFA Tanzine Foundation was nothiag short of dispra-
ceful, and put me off the BSFA for ever, My revulsion cannot but
help rubbins off a bit on to the Doc Weir Award, ++ - D)

the

=

Arthur Crut tenden. A1 Heath Lodme Site, VWelwyn, lierts

Let's hope
that the Cszt.l Palace (Low Level) Scheme is adopted, especially
the track for steam running, If

the nuseum oes to Yoric it!ll be
like Clapham ~ stetic, which is a
sad vaste. This soxrt of thing is
h ppening all too often. The RAF
puseunm is to he at Hendon. They
have »lenes in flying condition, but
theycarenit allowed to fly from
there.

(++ we now know that it will be at
York, I think it's a shame, too:
the Crystal Palacc scheme was such a
good one. ~ D ++)

WAIIF  Audrey Waltor, John IHall, Ed
Reed, Thom Penman, Dave Rowe, Drian
Ullllamg, Roger Waddington and
others, Thanks for writing, one anc
all,




" I have not been able to ascertain
exzctly the negro notions concerning
the 'Dupny', indecd I believe that his
charactcr nd cgualities vary in differ-
ent pnarts of the country. At first I
thought that the tcrm 'Duppy' meant
neither morc nor less than a ghost; but
sonctimes he is spoken of as 'The
Duppy'! as 1if there were but one, and
then he scems to answer to the devil,
Sometines he is a kind of malicious
spirit, who haunts burying-grounds (1like
the Lrabizn ghouls) and delights in
playing tricks on those who may “pass
that woy., On other occasions, he secemns
to be a supernatural attendant on the
practitioncrs of Obeah (++ black magic
++) in the shape of some animal, as
familiar imps arc sunposed to belong to
our English witches; and this latter is
the part assigned to him in the follow-
ing 'Wancy-story!.

Sarah Winyan was scar-
cely ten years old when her mother
dicd, ..nd kegueathed to her consider-
able property. Ter father was alrcady
dead, cond the guardianship of the child
devolved upon his sister, who had
always rcsided in the same house, and
who was her only surviving rcelation,
Iler mother, indecdd, had lcft two sons
by o former husband, but they lived at
some distance in the wood, and seldon
came to sce their mother, chiefly from
a rooted avergion to this aunt, who,
although from interested motives she
stooped to flatter her sister~in-~law,
was haughty, ill-naturcd and cven sus-
pected of Ohcalinsm, from the occasional
visits of an cnormous black dog, whonm
she called Tiger, and whom she never failed to fecd and caress with
marized distinction. In case of Sarah's death the aunt, in right
of her brother, was the heiress of his property. She wao dectern.-
ined to rewmove this obstacle to her wishes, and after trecating her
for some tine with harshness and cven cruelty, slhiec onc night took
occasion to quarrel with her for some trifling fault, and fairly
turned her-out of doors. The poor girl scated herself on a stone
necar the house, and endeavoured to bheguilc the time by singing:

Illo-day poor me-O!

Poor ne Sarah Winyan-O!

They call mec neger neger!
They call me Sarah VWinyan--O!!




But her song was soon interrupted by a loud rushing among the
bushes; and the growling which accompanied it announced the approach
of the dreaded Tiger, She endeavoured to secure hersclf against
his attacks by climbing & tree, but it scems that Tiger had not
been suspected of Obeahism without reason, for he immediatcely
growled out an assurancce to the girl, thet come down she miist and
should! der aunt, he said, had made her over to him by contract,
and had turned her out of doors that nicht for whc cxpress purpose
of giving him an opportunit~ of carrying her away, If she would
descend from thie tree, and follow him willingly to his own den to
wait upon him, he engaged to do her no harm, but if she rcfuscd to
do this, he threcatcencd to gnaw down the tree without loss of time,
and tear her into a thousand pieces. His long, sharp tecth, which
he gnashed occasionally during the above speech, appearcd perfcctly
adecquate to the oxecution of his menaces, and Sarah judged it most
prudent to obey his coumands, But as she followed Tiger into the
wood, she toolt carc to resume her song of 'Ho-day poor me-Ol' in
hones that someonc passing ncar them might hear her name, and come
to her rescue, Tiger however was aware of this, and positively
forbad her singing, lewever, she contrived every now and then to
loiter behind, and when she thought hiwm out of hearing, her 'Ho-day
poor me~O!!' began again, although she was compelled to sing in so
low a voice, through fear of her four-footed mastecr, that she had
but faint hopes of its rcaching any car but her owan. Such was,
indeecd, the cvent, and Tiger conveyed her to his den without mol-
cstation,

In the meanwhile, her two half-brothecrs had heard of their
wother's death, «ndéd soon arrived at the house %o enquire what was
becone of Sarah, The aunt received them with every apnearance of
welcome; told them that grief for the loss of her only surviving
parent had already carried her niecc to the grave, which she showed
them in her gardecn; ond acted her part so well, that the youths
departed perfectly satisfied of the deceasc of their sister. But
while passing through the wood on their rcturn, they heard sonicone
singing, but in so low a tonc that it was ilmpossible fo distinguish
the words. As this part of the wood was the most unfreouented,
they were surpriscd to find anyone contccaled there, Curiosity
induced them to draw ncarer, and they soon could make out the

'Ho-day poor wme-0!

Poor ne, Sarah Winyan-01i'
There nceded no more to induce them to hasten onwards; and upon
advancing deeper into the thicket they found themselves at the
mouth of a large cavern in & rock. A firc was burning within it,
and by its light they perceived their sister seated on o heap of
stones and weeping, while she chanted her melancholy ditty in a
low voice, and supported on her lap the head of the formidable
Tiger, This waz a precaution which he always took when inclined
to sleep, lest she should escape. S£he had taken advantage of his
slumbers to resume her song in as loud a tone as her fcars of waliing
him would allow. She saw her brothers at the mouth of the cave:



the youngest fortunately hnd a gun with him, and he made signs that
Sarah should disengage herself from Tiscr if possible. It was long
before she could summon up courage enouph to make the attempt, but
at length, with fear and trembling, énd moving with the ubmost cau-
tion, she uoneged to slip a log of wood between her kneces and the
frightful head, and at length drew herself away without wal:ing him,
She then crept softly out of the cavern, whilst the youngest bro-
ther crept as softly dinto it; the monster!s head still reposed upon
the blocl of wood. In a moment it was blown into a thousand pieccs;
anc¢ the brothers, afterwards cutting the body into four parts, laid
one in cach quorter of the wood,

From that time only werc dogs brought
into subjcction to men, and the inhabitants of Jamaica would necwer
have been able to subduc those ferocious animals, if Tiger had not
been killed and quartered by Sarah Winyan!s brothers, As to the
aunt, she rccecived the punishment which she nerited, but I cannot
rerenber what it was, exactly. Probably, the brothers killed and
guartercd her as well as her four-footed ally; or perhaps she was
turncd into a wild beast, and supplied the vaccncy left by Tiger, ac
was the case with the celebrated Zingha, Quecen of Angola, who although
she cmbrooed christianity on her death-bed, and died according to the
most crthiodox forms of the Romish religion, still Had conducted her-
self in such a manner when alive, that shortly after her decease, the
kingdon being ravaged by a hyena, her subjects could not be nersua-
ded but that the soul of this most christian Oucen had transmigrated
into the hody of a hyena, Yet this was surcly doing the hyecna great
injustice, for she at least had never been in the habit of composing
ointments by pounding little children in a nortar with her own hands,
an amuseriont which Zingha had introduced at the court of Angola., It
took surprisingly; shortly, no woman thought her toilectte completed
unlcess she had used some of this ointment. Pounding children becane
21l the roge, and ladies who aspired to be the leaders of fashion,
pounded their own,

~~ from 'The Journzl of a West Indian Ppoprietor'
by Metthew Gresory ('Monk!) Lewis, 183k,
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It's a popular sport to couparc the current state of fanzine publ-
ishing in Britain unfavourably with that obtaining in a past rose-
1it Golden Age of nostalgic memory, I'm half afraid I nay have
helped myself in founding this merry pastime some years back, when
the ecarly PaDs frmz werc flooding the country. But pecopnle now are
saying exactly the same thing as I did then - that present fuz do
not comparc with those of (say) fifteen years ago. This, though,
is nonscnse (as ic the rclated pastime of saying thoat British fmz
are inferior to Afrerican ones. This is no doubt true, as judged
by the U8 fmz that rcack this country, but most American crudzines
stay on the other side of the Atlontic and we. never get a look at
them, thus distorting comparisons). The current situation of the
British fanzines is better than it has been for a long time. Even
OMPA is hecalthicr than for a nunber of years, in spitc of the
riutterings of a fow disgruntled fans recently who anparently don't
undcrstand what an ana is FOR,

What I'm trying to say is that fuz
publication in Britain, beth in quantity and quality, is a lot
better than nost British fans are willing to give crcdence to.
Itd like to moke ny point by t.lking about three fmz (all OMPA-
zines, as it happens).

First .off is LURK, published by Mike and Pat
Heara, The first dissuc announced in large print on the cover
'First Great Issuc! and if not great, the frz has turned out to
he ecxcellent quality. It's neatly typed with much attention to
layout (though not enough illustrations). The contents arc well
balanced, the issue in front of me (number three) containing the
text of Anne McCaffrey's speech at the 1971 Worcester convention;
an account of his American travels by Philip Payne; fmz reviews;



and Peter 'ieston's wondrous talk on fan publishing siven at last
year's liovacon, This latter is scrething any fmz would have been
proud to »rint, cuite apart from its timebinding role in maliing
current fans avare of what the past was really like. Dotk reviews
ond a sf croassiord introduce a serious~coabtructive notc, but afe
reasonably subdued, oand the overall impression of LURK is of o
solid, traditioral faanzine which can casily stand up to its count-
crnarts of the past. It reminds me of the late PSI-PHI,

The sccond
fanzine under examination is VIEWPOINT (nuwmber ¢) from Fred Hemm-
ings. This also is well produced and contains a balanced diet of
foanish checxr, There is an exteasive four-way convention report on
the Chessmancon, for instance, and some suitably critical fnz rov-
iews from Jim Tinwood, Wwhose Péviewing sceus to migrate from one
publication to another with lightning swpeced; he doesn!t secn to
have had a permanent home since the Fanalytic kiye, and that was
quite some tine age. This issue also contains book reviews and a
nroblen in lozic, and a proper faanish alr is imparted by a large
selection of Jeeves filloes. Iy only guibble is with the paper
size, Al (usly).

The third fanzine is HELL (number 6) from Lessrs
Robinson and Skelton of Manchester. This fanzine also is well
duplicoted, and makes use of electrostencils (which for some reason
the other two dc not). The tone of this fmz is both nore serious-
constructive and more revolutionary (if I may use the term) than
LURK or VIS/POINT, And yet the range of contents is still broad
cnoush to interest most veople in some way. There's a jazz article
by lilke iicara, a column by Ian Williams and another by Carol lMea-
burn, and various interstitial chat.

A1l three of these fanzines are
well worth rcading, They are all neatly produced on »naper of a
constant size but of varying colour, HELL even uses sone red ink.
In appcarance, they have nothing to fear from comparison witih a
nythical !Golden Age!. In content also they have a broad, balanced
sclection of items, and (lo! great wonder of wonders) 2ll have a
lively Jetter column. In these ways also they have quality. I
wouldnlt compore them to the really great fanzines of the past (such
as DASTION, APA, RETRIBUTION,..) but they can stand their ground
asainst the lesser lights (ORION, FEZ, PARAFANALIA,,.,), If a fuz
looks good, and entertains, who should want nore? Surely the whole
point of fenzines is that they should NOI cultivate a »rofessional
attitude, ¥, after all, IJAGH.

LURK ~ iiike and at Meara, 61 Borrowash Rd, Spondon, Derby
VILWPOIIT - Fred Hemmings, 20 Beech Rd, Slough, Bucks SL3 7D9

HELL - Robinson & Skelton, 9 Linwood Crove, Manchester M12 Lot
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